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My 
Background

Apple

+500 events during 25 years. From Comdex to 
Reed

B2B Publishing & Internet 1.0 e-commerce 
(Pearson + Liberty)

Vesuvio Ventures. 35+ tech/digital investments 
and advisory since 2008

Intersection between face to face/live events 
and digital





Agenda

Why Event Tech and Why now?

How big and disruptive Event Tech 
is and could be?

Main Categories and players by 
investment and market size

Future opportunities and challenges



August 20, 2011, Mark Andreessen WSJ Article





Why not live events?



How Big?



We only 
need a 
very small 
number of 
successful 
and 
disruptive 
startups 

to change 
a whole 
industry











Some final 
thoughts…

Why is Event Tech 
finally happening? 
Remember “software is 
eating the world”

Cultural / not 
technological 
change=digital mindset 
and engagement

Brands/Exhibitors and 
Buyers/Visitors will be 
leading event tech 
changes faster than 
organizers. 



Some final 
thoughts…

• 4. The snowball effect event 
owners will move fast when they see 
concrete results

• 5. Critical mass of talented 
entrepreneurs building event tech 
companies

• 6. Partnerships and collaboration 
are more critical than ever



How are companies 
and executives 

reacting to disruption 
and innovation?



DENIAL



NAIVE OPTIMISM 



Pragmatic Realism
Dealing with it accordingly

re·al·ism /ˈrē(ə)ˌlizəm/

noun

the attitude or practice of accepting a situation as it is and being 

prepared to deal with it accordingly.

prag·mat·ic /praɡˈmadik/

adjective

dealing with things sensibly and realistically in a way that is based on 

practical rather than theoretical considerations.



Thank you! 

Q&A


